This book represents the proceedings of the Third International Workshop on Dynamic Aspects of Cerebral Edema, held in Montreal in June, 1976 . As such, it is the official publication of the scientific papers which were read at that Workshop.
I t contains four sections of papers followed by a short section of clinical panel discussion and a workshop summary.
The first section deals with the Blood-Brain Barrier and its disturbances and contains nine papers. The second section contains eighteen papers concerning the Vasogenic type of Edema, and the third section, " Edema Associated with Ischaemia", consists of twelve papers. These three sections are the detailed reports of the current work of the foremost research centres. They contain descriptions of the models employed to investigate different aspects of the cerebral oedema problem, and the results of experiments carried out with these models.
They are, of necessity, highly technical, but the majority are of the highest standard.
The majority of readers, however, will find that the great value of the volume is the Workshop Summary by Dr. R. Katzman which highlights the important findings and puts them both into scientific and clinical perspective in a very readable and succinct manner.
The fourth section, "Clinical and Therapeutic Considerations", is a series of fourteen scientific and clinical papers. There are three papers concerned with the clinical correlation of C. T. scan findings in cerebral oedema. Most importantly, more evidence is presented in the controversial subject of steroids and diuretics in cerebral oedema, particularly that of traumatic aetiology. This section will certainly be of more interest to non-scientific readers, and further perspective is added by the section entitled "Clinical Panel Discussion: Current Modes of Therapy", where eminent physiologists and neurosurgeons discuss their more personal experiences, relevant to the topics discussed.
Finally, there is presented a transcript of selected discussions from the floor of the Workshop which elicits both the value and the limitations of the various reports, in both scientific and clinical context.
In summary, this is a book which will have an application for all anaesthetists, neurosurgeons and neurologists who manage head injuries and post operative cerebral patients. The bulk of the volume is highly technical, but there is sufficient lucid presentation of the most recent work and experience to make it required reading for all who profess expertise in the field of cerebral oedema. W. A. STENING.
